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My definition of public archaeology 
 

Public archaeology as a disciplinary practice can be enacted in the 
democratisation of communication, activity or administration; 

through communication with the public; involvement of the public, 
or the preservation and administration of archaeological resources 

for public benefit by voluntary or statutory organisations.   

 

 

 

 

 



Models for Public Archaeology 
 

 



“...unless archaeologists find ways to make their research 
increasingly relevant to the modern world, the modern world 

will find itself increasingly capable of getting along without 
archaeologists” 

 
Fritz & Plog 1970, 412 
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“The Internet is an important constituent 
in the fight against marginalisation” 

 
Ian Hodder/Minkoo Kim 

 





Subordinate groups who wish to be 
involved in archaeological 

interpretation need to be provided 
with the means and mechanisms for 
interacting with the archaeological 
past in different ways. This is not a 

matter of popularising the past, but of 
transforming the relations of 
production of archaeological 

knowledge into more democratic 
structures 

 
Ian Hodder 
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Archaeological Authority Online 

 

 



Information literacy 
  

 

Anonymity and the pedigree problem  

Absence of gatekeepers 

 Pseudo-sites and propaganda 

Use of imagery  

Echo chambers 

‘Skittering’ and ‘bouncing’ 



Funding Issues 



Budget Limitations 









Reducing barriers to participation in public archaeology 
online 

 Financial resources 

 Time for audience research 

 Changing organisational attitudes to public engagement through digital 
means 

 Access to better broadband connections 

 Training for staff & participants 

 Better publicity & marketing strategies 

 Policies for social media use in organisations 

 National focus for archaeology online  
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