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Aims of the SAWS project 

 
• To exploit digital technologies in order to understand 

and publish collections of citations 

 

• We are investigating ‘gnomic’ sayings, moral and 

philosophical, in Greek and Arabic 

 

• Our primary focus is on Greek collections of 

‘sayings’, gnomologia, from the ninth - twelfth 

centuries, and on Arabic collections of sayings from the 

same period 

 

 



B. Wassiliewsky, V. Jernstedt edd., Cecaumeni Strategicon 

: et incerti scriptoris De officiis regiis libellus (St Petersburg, 

1896) 

 The important re-edition by G. G. Litavrin, Cecaumeni 

Consilia et Narrationes (Moscow, 1972) appeared in a 

revised second edition in 2003. 

Litavrin‟s text of 1972 was used for an edition with Modern 

Greek translation, by D. Tsougarakis, Κεκασμένος, 

Στρατηγικόν (Athens, 1993), and one with Italian 

translation, Cecaumeno, Raccomandazioni e consigli di un 

galantuomo, by M. D. Spadaro (Alessandria, 1998). 



Kekaumenos, Consilia et Narrationes, 44 

 

I want you to love all men; only don‟t tell your secrets to 

anyone - for this is very dangerous.  From the moment that 

you have spoken your secrets to anyone, from then on you 

are his slave, and he will hurt and insult you extremely, and 

you won‟t dare to answer him back.  And why should you 

voluntarily give up your freedom? Certainly you will say: 

‘He is virtuous, and will not make my secrets public’;  and 

you don’t realise that you yourself have made them 

common knowledge by speaking them into someone’s 

ears.  For what comes in by the ears is made public by the 

lips.  So you should not tell secrets of yours to anyone;  as 

the prophet says: ‘Keep this from your bedfellow’. 

 

 



Menandri Sententiae Comp. I.45-6, II.89, κσζηήρηόλ 

ζοσ κήποη‟ εἴπῃς ηῷ θίιῳ / θοὐ κὴ θοβεζῇς αὐηὸλ 

ἐτζρὸλ γελόκελολ. 

Wachsmuth Flor. 137.vii.  Cf. also Spaneas (ed. 

Lambros) 370 

 

 

Micah 7.5 ἐπὶ ηοῦ ζσγθοίηοσ ζοῦ θύιαηηε ηοῦηο 

Micah 7.5, in Sacra Parallela 1321B , Flor. Patmos 

53.1, Melissa 1088D (all under women) 



Cod. Vat. Gr. 743 f. 11v 
Gnomologium Vaticanum 

* 

 * Underlining represents the small lines, perhaps coloured, that appears above names. 

 



GV 87  Ὁ αὐηὸς ἐρωηεζεὶς ηίλα κᾶιιολ ἀγαπᾷ, Φίιηππολ ἢ Ἀρηζηοηέιελ, εἶπελ· 

“ὁκοίως ἀκθοηέροσς· ὁ κὲλ γάρ κοη ηὸ δῆλ ἐταρίζαηο, ὁ δὲ ηὸ θαιῶς δῆλ 

ἐπαίδεσζελ.”   

Alexander, asked whom he loved more, Philip or Aristotle, said: ”Both equally, for 

one gave me the gift of life, the other taught me to live the virtuous life. 

 

 

He said: Fathers are the cause of life, but philosophers are the cause of the good life. 

Selections from the Sayings of the Four Philosophers: (B) Pythagoras saying 18 (ed. 

Gutas) 

Diogenes Laertius 5.19, Life of Aristotle  

Tῶλ γολέωλ ηοὺς παηδεύζαληας ἐληηκοηέροσς εἶλαη ηῶλ κόλολ γελλεζάληωλ· ηοὺς 

κὲλ γὰρ ηὸ δῆλ, ηοὺς δὲ ηὸ θαιῶς δῆλ παραζτέζζαη.  

Aristotle said that educators are more to be honored than mere begetters, for the 

latter offer life but the former offer the good life. 

 

Plutarch, Life of Alexander 8.4.1 

Ἀρηζηοηέιελ δὲ ζασκάδωλ ἐλ ἀρτῇ θαὶ ἀγαπῶλ οὐτ ἧηηολ, ὡς αὐηὸς ἔιεγε, ηοῦ 

παηρός, ὡς δη' ἐθεῖλολ κὲλ δῶλ, δηὰ ηοῦηολ δὲ θαιῶς δῶλ ...   

Alexander admired Aristotle at the start and loved him no less, as he himself said, 

than his own father, since he had life through his father but the virtuous life 

through Aristotle … 

 

Pythagoras? 





I am looking for a comfortable way to publish medieval texts 

 

Kekaumenos, Consilia et Narrationes, 54, 6-11 

 

Child, don't be proud, even if you should be very successful, 

but remember him who said:  “Every arrogant man is an 

abomination to the Lord”, and, “The Lord is opposed to the 

proud, but He gives grace to the humble”.  As the thief has to 

deal with the owner of the property, and the seducer is 

opposed to the husband of the seduced woman, so the proud 

man has God opposed to him. 

 
(1) Prov. 16.5 -  Flor. Patmos 22.24, Melissa 1180D 

(2) Prov. 3.34 - Melissa 1180D 

 

THIS ISN‟T GOOD ENOUGH!! 

 



We have decided that the basic unit of analysis is: 

 

 one citation by a scribe in one particular manuscript 

 

• All further relationships will be based around this unit 

 

 

• We are recording all identified relationships and will then 

decide which ones we want to express 

 



 

 

1. Production of searchable digital texts 

(gnomologia, source texts, recipient texts) 

 

TEI XML 

 

2. Linking of „snippets‟ of these texts to related 

snippets within, and between, the gnomologia 

and their source and recipient texts, by means 

of defined relationships 

 

 RDF/OWL 









We are exploring relationships: 
 

1. Within a particular collection 

 

2. Between collections 

 

3. Between languages 

 

4. Between collections and „source texts‟ 

 

5. Between collections and „recipient‟ texts which 

made use of them 



GV 87  Ὁ αὐηὸς ἐρωηεζεὶς ηίλα κᾶιιολ ἀγαπᾷ, Φίιηππολ ἢ Ἀρηζηοηέιελ, εἶπελ· 

“ὁκοίως ἀκθοηέροσς· ὁ κὲλ γάρ κοη ηὸ δῆλ ἐταρίζαηο, ὁ δὲ ηὸ θαιῶς δῆλ 

ἐπαίδεσζελ.”   

Alexander, asked whom he loved more, Philip or Aristotle, said: ”Both equally, for 

one gave me the gift of life, the other taught me to live the virtuous life. 

 

 

He said: Fathers are the cause of life, but philosophers are the cause of the good 

life. - Selections from the Sayings of the Four Philosophers: (B) Pythagoras 

saying 18 (ed. Gutas) 

Diogenes Laertius 5.19, Life of Aristotle  

Tῶλ γολέωλ ηοὺς παηδεύζαληας ἐληηκοηέροσς εἶλαη ηῶλ κόλολ γελλεζάληωλ· ηοὺς 

κὲλ γὰρ ηὸ δῆλ, ηοὺς δὲ ηὸ θαιῶς δῆλ παραζτέζζαη.  

Aristotle said that educators are more to be honored than mere begetters, for the 

latter offer life but the former offer the good life. 

 

Plutarch, Life of Alexander 8.4.1 

Ἀρηζηοηέιελ δὲ ζασκάδωλ ἐλ ἀρτῇ θαὶ ἀγαπῶλ οὐτ ἧηηολ, ὡς αὐηὸς ἔιεγε, ηοῦ 

παηρός, ὡς δη' ἐθεῖλολ κὲλ δῶλ, δηὰ ηοῦηολ δὲ θαιῶς δῶλ ...   

Alexander admired Aristotle at the start and loved him no less, as he himself said, 

than his own father, since he had life through his father but the virtuous life 

through Aristotle … 

 Pythagoras?  وقال اآلباء هم سبب الحياة والحكماء هم سبب صالح الحياة 

 



Some of the relationships we have identified: 
 

• Is related to 

• Is identical to 

• Is correction of 

• Is variant word choice of 

• Is variant word order of 

• Is shorter variant of 

• Is longer variant of 

• Is translation of 



 

 

 

<seg type="narrative" xml:id="AppGnomVat025n1"> 

Ὁ αὐηὸς ζεαζάκελος κεηράθϊολ ἄζωηολ δεδᾳπαλεθὸς ηὰ 

παηρῷα· θαὶ ἄρηολ κόλολ ἐζζΐολ θαὶ ὕδωρ πΐλολ· ἔθε 

</seg> 

xml:id generates URI: 

 

http://www.saws.ac.uk/seg/narrative/AppGnomVat025n1 



TEI document 

 

…. 

 

<seg> … </seg> 

 

… 

 

<seg> … </seg> 

 

… 

 

TEI document 

 

…. 

 

<seg> … </seg> 

 

… 

 

TEI document 

 

…. 

 

<seg> … </seg> 

 

… 

 



Observations 
 

• Number of analogous mss is very large! 

 

• Not just creating digital editions of some mss, but 

rather the kernel of a larger interconnected 

corpus 

 

• Research value of relationships will increase 

dramatically with the size of the corpus 

 

• We are creating a framework for others to use 

and extend 

 

• A growing network of interconnected information 



ms (TEI) 

 

snip 

ms (TEI) 

 

ms (TEI) 

 

snip 

snip 

snip snip 

Triplestore 

 

User query/browse 

 

Annotation tools 

 

User adds relationships 





Outcomes 

 

• New editions published online (Open Access) 

• Identified relationships between texts 

• Methodology and tools to be used by others 

analyzing and publishing similar material 

 And ultimately, a better understanding of the 

cultural dynamics of these texts and collections  



What we need from you! 
 

 
• What types of editing tools are you interested 

in us building? 

  

• Input into defining relationships across 

different types of texts 



Aristotle tutoring Alexander  

(13th century manuscript) 

Sharing Ancient WisdomS 

Thank you! 

charlotte.roueche@kcl.ac.uk 

 

charlotte.tupman@kcl.ac.uk  


